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MEDEA (Mediterranean Europe and Africa) 

Annual Report 2025 
 

Overview  

In 2025, MEDEA consolidated its role as an international platform for research, policy dialogue, and 
expert engagement in the fields of media regulation, digital governance, AI, innovation, human 
rights, and Media and Information Literacy (MIL). Through high-level events, invited talks, academic 
research, and consulting collaborations with European and international institutions, MEDEA 
contributed substantively to evidence-based policymaking and international cooperation across 
Europe, the Mediterranean, Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin America. 

This annual report presents a structured overview of MEDEA’s activities throughout 2025, 
highlighting institutional participation, research output, event organization, and advisory 
collaborations. 

 

Structure of the report  

1. Policy and Stakeholder Engagement. High-Level Events where MEDEA was represented 
2. MEDEA-Coordinated International Events and Research Activities  
3. Collaborations in Consulting and Policy Advisory 
4. Scientific & Academic International Engagement 
5. Outreach & Dissemination: Publications, Scientific Papers, Policy Reports, Media  
6. Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elaborated by Dr Adriana Mutu, MEDEA Coordinator  
January 2026  
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1. Policy and Stakeholder Engagement. High-Level Events where MEDEA was represented  

• Roundtable on Media and Electoral Reform in Lebanon, European Union-funded project  
On 28 May 2025, Adriana Mutu spoke at a high-level roundtable organized by the Maharat Foundation 
and the Media and Journalism Research Center (MJRC), with the support of the European Union 
Delegation to Lebanon. The event brought together government representatives, civil society 
organizations, legal and media experts, journalists, and electoral stakeholders to discuss reforms aimed 
at strengthening information governance and electoral integrity. Adriana’s contributions form a core 
component of the European Union-funded project “Media Reform to Enhance Freedom of Expression in 
Lebanon,” jointly implemented by MJRC, Maharat Foundation, and Legal Agenda. As part of the project, 
Adriana authored two studies designed to guide Lebanese lawmakers in reforming media-related 
legislation in line with international standards. (Link) 
 

• AGCOM and International Institute of Communications (IIC) Meeting, IIC Italy Chapter 
On June 3, 2025, MEDEA participated in the high-level meeting hosted by the Italian Communications 
Authority (AGCOM) in collaboration with IIC Italy Chapter and the International Institute of 
Communications (IIC).  (link) 
 

• Francesco Sciacchitano leads expert dialogue on EMFA and DSA integration in Albania 
In July 2025, Francesco Sciacchitano played a pivotal role in a recent capacity-building workshop aimed 
at supporting Albania’s alignment with European media legislation. His contribution was central to 
guiding the Albanian Audiovisual Media Authority (AMA) through the complexities of transposing 
the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) and the Digital Services Act (DSA) into the national legal 
framework. Organized under the joint European Union and Council of Europe programme Horizontal 
Facility for the Western Balkans and Türkiye III, the workshop formed part of the PRO-FREX action, which 
seeks to strengthen institutional capacities to safeguard freedom of expression and media pluralism. 
(Link & Link) 
 

• TikTok’s Global Safety Advisory Council Summit in Singapore 
In October 2025, Joan Barata – independent member of TikTok’s European Safety Advisory Council – 
participated in the platform’s Global Safety Advisory Council summit held in Singapore. The summit 
convened experts from across disciplines to discuss emerging challenges and best practices in platform 
governance and online safety. (Link) 
 

• Telecommunications in the Digital Transformation – IIC Italy Chapter Meeting  
On 11 November 2025, MEDEA participated in the IIC Italy Chapter’s high-level meeting hosted at 
AGCOM headquarters. The event addressed the challenges and opportunities of digital transformation 
in telecommunications, with discussions on digital sovereignty, infrastructure, regulation, and 
investment. A key contribution was made by Augusto Preta, Founding Member of MEDEA and President 
of the IIC Italy Chapter, who opened the proceedings alongside AGCOM Commissioner Elisa Giomi. (link) 
 

• European Commission (DG CNECT) Stakeholders Workshop on the Audiovisual Media Services 
Directive (AVMSD), Brussels  
On November 5, 2025, Adriana Mutu participated in the “Evaluation and Review of the Audiovisual 
Media Services Directive (AVMSD)” Stakeholders Workshop, organized on behalf of the European 
Commission (DG CNECT) by Intellera Consulting and Technopolis Consulting Group Belgium SPRL. (Link) 
 
 

https://medeamed.org/
https://medeamed.org/2025/06/19/adriana-mutu-presents-groundbreaking-research-at-roundtable-on-media-and-electoral-reform-in-lebanon/
https://medeamed.org/2025/06/19/agcom-hosts-high-level-meeting-with-iic-leadership-to-strengthen-international-collaboration-on-media-and-communications-regulation/
https://medeamed.org/2025/10/02/francesco-sciacchitano-leads-expert-dialogue-on-emfa-and-dsa-integration-in-albania/
https://www.coe.int/el/web/freedom-expression/-/integrating-european-media-freedom-act-emfa-and-digital-services-act-%C2%A0in-albania-s-media-framework
https://medeamed.org/2025/10/29/joan-barata-contributes-to-tiktoks-global-safety-advisory-council-summit-in-singapore/
https://medeamed.org/2025/11/12/telecommunications-in-the-digital-transformation-iic-italy-chapter-meeting/
https://medeamed.org/2025/11/05/medea-participates-in-the-european-commissions-workshop-on-the-evaluation-of-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive/
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• Joan Barata contributes to European AI Roundtable on the AI Act’s Transparency Code of Practice 
On 11 December 2025, Computer & Communications Industry Association (CCIA) Europe hosted its 
European AI Roundtable in Brussels, bringing together EU policymakers, industry representatives, 
academics, and civil society to discuss Article 50 of the EU Artificial Intelligence Act and the 
forthcoming Transparency Code of Practice. During the roundtable, Joan Barata presented a new 
study on the AI Act’s transparency obligations. In his study, Joan Barata argues that the Transparency 
Code should take a risk-based approach. Rather than applying indiscriminately to all AI-generated 
content, the Code should focus on AI systems that pose real risks of deception, impersonation, or 
manipulation. (Link) 
 

2. MEDEA-Coordinated International Events and Research Activities  

MEDEA-hosted and co-organized events featuring distinguished international speakers, including senior 
representatives from international human rights organizations, UNESCO networks, and leading academic 
institutions from Europe, Africa, and Latin America. 

• MEDEA organized and led the panel on “Ethical Governance of Digital Platforms: Challenges and 
Opportunities” at the EBEN Research Conference 2025, co-hosted by the European Business Ethics 
Network (EBEN) and its Spanish Chapter. The conference took place October 8–10, 2025, at the 
Faculty of Business & Economics, University of Cádiz, Spain. Adriana Mutu served as member of the 
Scientific Committee, panel organizer, and chair. The panel addressed key issues in digital platform 
governance, including regulation, ethics, privacy, misinformation, and accountability, bringing 
together international scholars and practitioners. (Link)  
 

• International Webinar on Human Rights Day 2025 – “Media and Information Literacy for All” 
On 26 December 2025, MEDEA acted as co-organizer of a major international webinar celebrating 
United Nations Human Rights Day. The event focused on advancing Media and Information Literacy 
(MIL) through a human rights-based approach and brought together leading voices from academia, 
diplomacy, and international human rights organizations. The webinar was coordinated by Drissia 
Chouit, Founding Member of MEDEA, and organized in collaboration with academic research groups 
at Moulay Ismail University of Meknes. Partner organizations included the International Human 
Rights Organization (IHRO), the International Human Rights Commission (IHRC), UNESCO UNITWIN 
networks, and the UNESCO MIL Alliance. (Link)  
 

• International Seminar for World Arabic Language Day 2025 – “Building Partnerships for 
Strengthening MIL in the Arab World” 
On 29 December 2025, MEDEA contributed to an international seminar held in Arabic to mark World 
Arabic Language Day. The seminar focused on strengthening Media and Information Literacy across 
the Arab world and featured experts from UNESCO, ICESCO, the Arab League, and regional academic 
institutions. The webinar was coordinated by Drissia Chouit (Link) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://medeamed.org/
file:///C:/Users/aupre/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-3f1a9b57-dd08-4077-957f-db416716a38d/41bfef6db7ff4f247e1ab262606223dc185fd70f2a891d24f80f9f6e7fccb3f7/MEDEA%20ANNUAL%20REPORThttps:/medeamed.org/2026/01/26/joan-barata-contributes-to-european-ai-roundtable-on-the-ai-acts-transparency-code-of-practice/%202025.docx
https://medeamed.org/event/join-medeas-panel-on-ethical-governance-of-digital-platforms-at-eben-research-conference-2025/
https://medeamed.org/2025/12/29/medea-joins-global-partners-for-two-key-international-webinars-on-human-rights-and-media-literacy-in-december-2025/
https://medeamed.org/2025/12/29/medea-joins-global-partners-for-two-key-international-webinars-on-human-rights-and-media-literacy-in-december-2025/
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3. Collaborations in Consulting and Policy Advisory 

MEDEA strengthened its advisory role through collaboration with European and international institutions: 

• European Commission-funded projects, including media reform initiatives in Lebanon. (Link) 

• Council of Europe projects, notably the reform of the audiovisual media regulatory system in Ukraine 
and initiatives safeguarding freedom of expression and media pluralism. Council of Europe Action 
Plan for Ukraine, beneficiary the National Council of Television and Radio Broadcasting of Ukraine. 
Safeguarding Freedom of Expression and Freedom of the Media in Ukraine – Phase II (SFEM-UA – 
Phase II).  

• Supporting Ukraine’s Strategic Alignment with the EU Artificial Intelligence Act 
In October 2025, Andrea Stazi contributed to the national alignment process with the EU AI Act, 
supporting a key initiative led by the Ministry of Digital Transformation of Ukraine together with the 
EU4Digital Facility. In this context, Stazi participated in the first workshop bringing together over 150 
representatives from Ukrainian ministries, regulators, academia, civil society and industry, marking a 
significant step toward implementing Ukraine’s AI acquis alignment roadmap.  

 
• AGCOM-led Twinning Project, supporting EU–Ukraine dialogue on digital media regulation and 

influencer governance. Project led by Francesco Sciacchitano.  
o MEDEA contribution to the twinning project between Media Regulators 

of Ukraine, Italy, France, Germany and Greece. Augusto Preta opened the high-level 
meeting that kicked off the EU-funded twinning project between the Media Regulators 
of Ukraine, Italy, France, Germany and Greece. (Link) 

o Adriana Mutu supports EU–Ukraine dialogue on regulating digital media and influencers. 
(Link) 

o Adriana Mutu Brings EU Expertise to Ukraine’s Audiovisual Media Reform in AGCOM-Led 
Twinning Project. (Link) 

o Joan Barata and Andrea Stazi Represent MEDEA in the European Commission’s Twinning Project 
on Reforming Audiovisual Media Regulation in Ukraine 
 

• European Commission Consultation, providing expert feedback for the evaluation of the Audiovisual 
Media Services Directive (AVMSD). Expert feedback on the Survey to Support the Evaluation of the 
Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD) commissioned by the European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology (DG CNECT), 2025. 
(Link) 

• Augusto Preta: Italian TV Market Growth Hinges on Non-Linear Services and Advertising Shift 
Italy’s TV market is entering a transitional phase in which, as Augusto Preta, CEO of ITMedia 
Consulting,  highlights, growth is increasingly driven by digital and advertising-supported models: 
linear TV continues to decline, SVOD growth is slowing in a mature market, yet nearly 20 million 
Italians now use VoD and digital advertising is set to surge by about 30% as Netflix, Disney+, Prime 
Video and DAZN expand ad-supported tiers. With the market projected to reach €8.97 billion in 2025, 
ITMedia Consulting sees momentum through 2027 powered by broadband TV, BVOD, FAST channels, 
connected ecosystems and greater use of AI to strengthen consumer loyalty and attention in a fully 
digital environment. (Link) 

 

 

https://medeamed.org/
https://journalismresearch.org/2023/06/support-to-media-reform-in-lebanon-to-enhance-freedom-of-expression/
https://medeamed.org/2025/03/31/medea-contribution-to-the-twinning-project-between-media-regulators-of-ukraine-italy-france-germany-and-greece/
https://medeamed.org/2025/10/28/adriana-mutu-supports-eu-ukraine-dialogue-on-regulating-digital-media-and-influencers/
https://medeamed.org/2025/04/24/adriana-mutu-brings-eu-expertise-to-ukraines-audiovisual-media-reform-in-agcom-led-twinning-project/
https://medeamed.org/2025/12/11/medea-expert-participates-in-eu-evaluation-of-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive/
https://medeamed.org/2025/12/30/augusto-preta-italian-tv-market-growth-hinges-on-non-linear-services-and-advertising-shift/
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4. Policy, Scientific & Academic International Engagement 

MEDEA members actively participated in international conferences, workshops, and research forums. These 
included presentations at leading academic institutions and conferences across Europe and beyond, covering 
topics such as: 

• Digital Services Act (DSA) compliance and child protection 
• Platform regulation and systemic risk 
• AI, innovation and public administration  
• Media ethics and algorithmic governance 
• Disinformation, electoral integrity, and media pluralism 
• Gender, media, and the protection of minors 
• Media policy processes and regulatory accountability 

 
Policy & Academic Leadership  
 
January 2025 

• Drissia Chouit unveils new insights on BE+ING Semantics and AI applications at France’s International 
Linguistics Conference. 

• On 22–23 January 2025, Drissia Chouit delivers the inaugural address at the 11th International 
Congress on Culture, Communication, Marketing and Community in Havana. 

 
March 2025 

• Francesco Sciacchitano Contributes to High-Level Legal Analysis on Political Advertising with 
European School of Economics Experts 

• Drissia Chouit delivers a keynote on building educational resilience through Media and Information 
Literacy at India’s 4th International Conference on Universal Threats. 

• Drissia Chouit is honoured with appointment to the CHAOS Global Scientific Committee on Complex 
Human Adaptive Systems. 

 
April 2025 

• Drissia Chouit delivers the inaugural address at São Paulo’s high-level panel on MIL Cities for the 
Future in São Paulo. 

• Drissia Chouit delivers a keynote on Library Diplomacy and Media Literacy at the Global Library 
Summit. 

• Drissia Chouit provides key insights on AI, humanity and MIL education in Elon University’s 2035 
Futures Report. 

 
May 2025 

• Joan Barata leads wide-ranging dialogues on digital rights and platform regulation during a mission 
in the Dominican Republic and Brazil. 

• Drissia Chouit trains students and professionals across 11 MENA countries on building a strong digital 
foundation. 

• Drissia Chouit serves as plenary speaker and workshop contributor at the 2nd International 
Conference on Media and Information Literacy and Global Understanding in Barcelona. 

• Drissia Chouit leads a doctoral seminar on Media and Information Literacy at Moulay Ismail 
University of Meknes. 

 

https://medeamed.org/
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June 2025 
• Joan Barata participates in the World Expression Forum on elections, disinformation and social 

media. 
• Joan Barata addresses free expression at the June 2025 Digital Prior Restraint event. 
• Joan Barata completes multi-regional trainings for judges in Uzbekistan on free speech, information 

rights and digital governance. 
 
July 2025 

• Andrea Stazi highlights the role of digital skills at the launch of the National Data Governance and AI 
Compliance Committee. 

• Andrea Stazi drives momentum at Techno Polis’ High-Level Launch on AI and Competitiveness. 
• Joan Barata supports the UNESCO–United Nations Development Programme mission in Dhaka on 

media self-regulation and Bangladesh’s media landscape assessment. 
• Joan Barata leads an ethical standards workshop for journalists in Montenegro, backed by the Media 

Council, the Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe. 
• Joan Barata delivers counterspeech training in English, Arabic and Turkish for The Future of Free 

Speech. 
 
September 2025 

• Joan Barata speaks at Universidad de Palermo on whether content moderation policies are protected 
as expression. 

 
October 2025 

• Joan Barata highlights the evolving role of press councils at the 2025 AIPCE Conference. 
• Joan Barata joins the inauguration of Uzbekistan’s New Academy of Justice. 
• Francesco Sciacchitano joins the scientific panel on “Ethical Governance of Digital Platforms: 

Challenges and Opportunities” at the EBEN Research Conference 2025, co-hosted by the European 
Business Ethics Network (EBEN) and its Spanish Chapter. 
 

November 2025 
• Andrea Stazi takes centre stage as Director of the Inter-University LEITAI Research Hub. 
• Università Telematica San Raffaele launches LEITAI – the Centre for Law and Ethics of Innovation, 

Technology and Artificial Intelligence, together with Università Telematica Pegaso and Universitas 
Mercatorum, a research hub dedicated to digital society policy and regulation across data and 
algorithm governance, AI, robotics, cybersecurity, biotechnology and blockchain. At the center of the 
initiative is Prof. Andrea Stazi, Director of LEITAI. 

• Techno Polis, under the leadership of its CEO Andrea Stazi, concludes a session of AI4Growth 
dedicated to exploring how artificial intelligence can accelerate Europe’s industrial competitiveness 
and innovation capacity. 

• Techno Polis, led by CEO Andrea Stazi, showcases Europe’s path from AI regulation to growth and 
competitiveness at a Brussels launch event. 

• Drissia Chouit celebrates the relaunch of the UNESCO MIL Alliance with an inaugural address in 
Cartagena. 

 
December 2025 

• Joan Barata delivers high-level lectures on information access and AI regulation during a UNESCO 
mission in Uzbekistan. 

https://medeamed.org/
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• Joan Barata contributes to a high-level discussion on public media governance at Tunisia’s Media 
Development Center. 

• Drissia Chouit is celebrated at UNESCO for three years of strategic leadership in global Media and 
Information Literacy 
 

Invited Talks 

January 2025 
• Andrea Stazi delivers the Yong Shook Lin Professorial Lecture — “GMOs, Human Rights and Patents” 

at NUS Faculty of Law. 
• Adriana Mutu presents “Countering Disinformation – The European Approach” in the Master 

Program in Psychology at Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași. 
 

April 2025 
• Andrea Stazi speaks on stablecoins and regulatory trends at TOKEN2049 Dubai. 

 
May 2025 

• Adriana Mutu delivers a keynote address at the Symposium on Sports, Media and Wars II, part of the 
23rd Annual International Conference on Communication and Mass Media, hosted by The Athens 
Institute for Education and Research (ATINER). 
 

June 2025 
• Andrea Stazi speaks on AI, competitiveness, and competition at the June Conference of the Italian 

Antitrust Association. 
• Andrea Stazi discusses the future of education and AI at the Innovation Festival organized by Il Foglio 

in Venice. 
• Andrea Stazi outlines the global shift toward AI-enhanced learning at the 2025 Artificial Intelligence 

Congress organized by ENIA. 
 

September 2025 
• Andrea Stazi contributes to a high-level debate on facial recognition, security, and fundamental rights 

at Universitas Mercatorum. 
• Andrea Stazi explores AI-powered personalized learning at Formiche’s “Learning Revolution” Forum, 

organized by Formiche. 
• Andrea Stazi speaks at “Is GDPR a Patient? Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Therapy” on AI training, consent, 

and legitimate interest. 
 

October 2025 
• Andrea Stazi opens the Aspen Seminars for Leaders 2025 with a keynote on education, technology, 

and demography in industrial policy. 
• Joan Barata contributes to a global webinar on age restrictions and online freedom of expression. 

 
November 2025 

• Joan Barata moderates a high-level discussion in Strasbourg on balancing access to official 
documents and personal data protection. 

• Joan Barata addresses the International British School of Bucharest on careers in human rights. 
• Adriana Mutu presents “Building Resilience: Understanding Communication and Fake News” in the 

MSc Program in Psychology at Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași. 

https://medeamed.org/
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Scientific Papers presented at International Academic Conferences  

• Adriana Mutu: Tilburg Law and Economics Center (TILEC) Workshop on “Economic Governance of 
Social Media” organized by Tilburg University, the Netherlands. Poster: “TikTok's Compliance with 
DSA Obligations for Protecting Minors and Addressing Systemic Risks: An Empirical Assessment”.   

• Adriana Mutu: The 4th Edition of the IE Lawtomation Days, organized by the IE University Law School, 
Madrid. Paper: “TikTok’s compliance with the Digital Services Act standards: protecting minors and 
tackling systemic risks”. 

• Adriana Mutu: The European Business Ethics Network (EBEN) Research Conference organized by the 
Faculty of Business & Economics, Cadiz, Spain. Paper: “Safeguarding Minors in the Algorithmic Age: 
TikTok’s Compliance with the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the Ethics of Platform Regulation”. 

• Adriana Mutu: "EU Values in the Digital Ecosystem" Workshop organized by the Jean Monnet Chair 
"EU Values in the Online Digital Environment" at the Department of Political Science, Università degli 
Studi Roma. Paper: “TikTok's Compliance with Digital Services Act Obligations for Protecting Minors 
and Addressing Systemic Risks: An Empirical Assessment”. 

• Adriana Mutu: International Conference Media and Communication Theory and Practice, organized 
by the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Journalism and Communication Sciences, Bucharest, 
Romania. Paper: “TikTok’s compliance with the Digital Services Act standards: Protecting minors and 
tackling systemic risks”.  

• Adriana Mutu: The 54th Annual Conference of the European Marketing Academy (EMAC) organized 
by ESIC University, Spain. Paper: “Navigating the digital marketing ecosystem: implications of the 
European Digital Services Act Package”.  

• Adriana Mutu: The Annual Conference of the International Annual Meeting European Academy of 
Management and Business Economics (AEDEM) organized by University of Cantabria (Spain). Paper: 
“TikTok's Compliance with DSA Obligations for Protecting Minors and Addressing Systemic Risks: An 
Empirical Assessment”. 

• Adriana Mutu: The Conference of the European Media Management Association (EMMA) organized 
by Luiss Business School, Rome. Paper: “Ensuring a Safe Digital Future: Human-Centered Regulation 
of Very Large Online Platforms for the Protection of Minors”. 

• Adriana Mutu: The 24th International Marketing Trends Congress organized in Venice by ESCP 
Business School (Paris) and the Paris-Venice Marketing Trends Association. Paper “Government-
sponsored advertising and public sector management in comparative perspective: legal and 
regulatory frameworks”. 

• Adriana Mutu: International Conference on Regulation and Accountability in a Hybrid Media System: 
Content Creators, Algorithmic Plurality and Online Platforms organized by Charles University, Prague, 
Czech Republic. Paper “Tackling online disinformation: blockchain-based journalism for accountable 
and transparent media ecosystems”. 

• Adriana Mutu: International Conference Gemini-Scapes detecting the interplay between serial 
dramas, gender issues and European young audiences, organized by Link Campus University in Rome. 
Research-action project GEMINI-Gender Equality through Media Investigation and New training 
Insights. Paper “Addressing Gender-Based Harms in the Platform Era: European Regulatory 
Approaches to Protect Underage Media Users”. 

• Adriana Mutu: The 23rd Annual International Conference on Communication and Mass Media 
organized by the Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER) Greece, in collaboration with 
Rutgers University and Coastal Carolina University, USA. Paper “Tackling Online Disinformation, 
Misinformation and Political Propaganda: Legal Intervention and Regulatory Oversight of Social 
Media Platforms in Europe”.  

https://medeamed.org/
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• Adriana Mutu: The 3rd International Congress of Science Research Methodology sponsored by the 
International Institute of Qualitative Inquiry at the University of Illinois, USA. Paper: Paper: “Exploring 
Media Policy Processes: A Longitudinal Single-Case Study for Theory Development in Communication 
Research”.  
 

5. Outreach & Dissemination: Publications, Scientific Papers, Policy Reports, Media  

MEDEA members authored and contributed to multiple policy reports for projects funded by the European 
Commission and the Council of Europe, addressing media pluralism, elections and media regulation, 
influencer governance, accessibility, and European content obligations. 

Publications 

• Andrea Stazi: Techno Polis – Legitimate interest: a legal basis for AI? (Link) 

• Joan Barata examines the policy dilemmas of age restrictions and kids’ online safety (Link) 

• Joan Barata Explores the Future of Platform Regulation and Judicial Capacity Building in Global Free 
Speech Efforts (Link) 

• Barata, J. (2025, November 20). Brazil Supreme Court ruling redefines framework for platform 
liability. Tech Policy Press. (Link) 

• Barata, J. (2025, November 10). Is Romania taking the wrong direction in regulating digital 
services? (opinion). Analize. (Link) 

• Barata, J. (2025, October 16). Sobre la responsabilidad de los intermediarios. Nexos. (Link) 

• Andrea Stazi - Rethinking AI and Intellectual Property: Balancing Creativity, Protection, and 
Innovation at Dubai AI Week (Link) 

• Artificial Intelligence at the Service of Education: Andrea Stazi’s Vision at Multiversity (Link) 

• Digital transformation is redefining the television industry, highlights ITMedia Consulting CEO and 
MEDEA founding member Augusto Preta (Link) 

Scientific Journal Articles 

1. Barata, Joan, Legal Approaches to Hate Speech Within the Internet Ecosystem: Speed, Scope, and 
Scale (September 15, 
2025): https://ssrn.com/abstract=5557303 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5557303 

2. Stazi, A. (2025). AI Act, competition and fairness: Compliance issues, overlaps in EU legislations and 
global regulatory scenario. Interventi – Unione europea e Diritti. 

3. Stazi, Andrea, Tokenized Cash, Stablecoins and Regulatory Developments (April 29, 2025). Available 
at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=5361504 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5361504 

4. Stazi, A. (2026). University in the AI era. Journal of Digital Educational Technology, 6(1), ep2601. 
https://doi.org/10.30935/jdet/17488 

5. Stazi, A., & Jovine, R. (2025). A comparative analysis of regulatory sandboxes: Models, evolution 
and strategic implications in EU, USA and China. Comparative Law Review, 16(2). 

6. Mutu, A. & Patras, L. (forthcoming), “TikTok, Child Safety, and the Digital Services Act: An Empirical 
Analysis of Online Harm Mitigation”. Communications: European Journal of Communication 
Research.  

7. Mutu, A. (2025), “From Fragmentation to Coordination: Regulating Social Media to Protect Electoral 
Integrity in the European Union”. Athens Journal of Mass Media & Communications. [PDF]  

 

https://medeamed.org/
https://formiche.net/2025/12/techno-polis-il-legittimo-interesse-una-base-giuridica-per-lai-scrive-stazi/#content
https://medeamed.org/2025/12/30/joan-barata-examines-the-policy-dilemmas-of-age-restrictions-and-kids-online-safety/
https://medeamed.org/2025/06/19/joan-barata-explores-the-future-of-platform-regulation-and-judicial-capacity-building-in-global-free-speech-efforts/
https://www.techpolicy.press/brazil-supreme-court-ruling-redefines-framework-for-platform-liability/
https://financialintelligence.ro/romania-ia-o-directie-gresita-in-reglementarea-serviciilor-digitale-opinie/
https://redaccion.nexos.com.mx/sobre-la-responsabilidad-de-los-intermediarios/
https://medeamed.org/2025/04/28/rethinking-ai-and-intellectual-property-balancing-creativity-protection-and-innovation-at-dubai-ai-week/
https://medeamed.org/2025/10/02/artificial-intelligence-at-the-service-of-education-andrea-stazis-vision-at-multiversity/
https://medeamed.org/2025/10/28/digital-transformation-is-redefining-the-television-industry-highlights-itmedia-consulting-ceo-and-medea-founding-member-augusto-preta/
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5557303
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5557303
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5361504
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5361504
https://doi.org/10.30935/jdet/17488
https://www.athensjournals.gr/media/2025-6674-AJMMC-MED-Mutu-02.pdf
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Book Chapters 

1. Mutu, A. (2025). “Article 19 of the European Media Freedom Act: A Pillar for Strengthening 
Journalism and Combating Disinformation”. In Club Abierto de Editores (CLABE). Edited by Raúl 
Magallón Rosa. [PDF] 

2. Mutu, A. (2025). “Government-sponsored advertising and public sector management in comparative 
perspective: legal and regulatory frameworks”. In Alberto Pastore, Julien Schmitt, Julio Jimenez, 
Klaus-Peter Wiedmann (eds), Proceedings of the 24th International Marketing Trends Congress, Paris-
Venice Marketing Trends Association.  

   

Policy Reports (selection) 
 

1. Joan Barata Contributes Key European Report on the Regulation of Influencer Activity (Link) 
Joan has contributed to the European Audiovisual Observatory’s newly released report on the 
regulation of influencer activity in Europe. His analysis of the Spanish regulatory framework is a 
significant contribution to this groundbreaking study, which was published in April 2025. 

2. Barata Mir, J., & Shameem Reza, S. M. (2025). An assessment of Bangladesh's media landscape: Free, 
independent and pluralistic media (CI-2025/FEJ/ROL-1). UNESCO & United Nations Development 
Programme. 

3. Barata, Joan, Transparency Obligations for all AI Systems: Article 50 of the AI Act (December 2025). 
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=5902402 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5902402 

4. Mutu, A. (2025). Monitoring the Ballot: Election Supervision, Monitoring and Observation. 
Tallinn/London/Santiago de Compostela: Media and Journalism Research Center (MJRC). Research 
Publication within the project entitled "Media Reform to Enhance Freedom of Expression in 
Lebanon", implemented by Maharat Foundation, Legal Agenda and the Media and Journalism 
Research Center (MJRC) with the support of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon.  

5. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Defining European Content Quotas for Small-Audience National and 
Regional TV Channels. Establishing Requirements and Recommendations for Compliance with EU 
Norms. 

6. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Promoting European Content in National Media: Implementation 
Practices and Compliance Tools. A Comparative Analysis of EU Member States’ Approaches and 
Policy Instruments. 

7. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Criteria for Thematic Linear Media and National Content Obligations. 
Establishing Classification Standards and Content Volume Requirements 

8. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Ensuring Audiovisual Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities. Legal and 
Practical Recommendations Based on EU Best Practices. 

9. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Pluralism and Democratic Valued in Media Regulation. Provisions on 
Public Service Broadcasting in Europe. 

10. Mutu, A. (2025). Restricted: Provisions and Best Practices on Elections in Europe. European Standards 
concerning media and elections. 

11. Mutu, A. (2024). Regulation of Social Media and Elections in Europe. Tallinn/London/Santiago de 
Compostela: Media and Journalism Research Center (MJRC). Research Publication within the project 
entitled "Media Reform to Enhance Freedom of Expression in Lebanon", implemented by Maharat 
Foundation, Legal Agenda and the Media and Journalism Research Center (MJRC) with the support 
of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon.  
 

  

https://medeamed.org/
https://comprometidosconlaverdad.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Comprometidos2.pdf
https://medeamed.org/2025/06/19/joan-barata-contributes-key-european-report-on-the-regulation-of-influencer-activity/
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5902402
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5902402
https://journalismresearch.org/2023/06/support-to-media-reform-in-lebanon-to-enhance-freedom-of-expression/
https://journalismresearch.org/2023/06/support-to-media-reform-in-lebanon-to-enhance-freedom-of-expression/
https://journalismresearch.org/2023/06/support-to-media-reform-in-lebanon-to-enhance-freedom-of-expression/
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6. Conclusion 

The year 2025 marked a period of significant growth and consolidation for MEDEA. Through high-level 
engagement, research excellence, and policy-oriented consulting, MEDEA advanced its mission to promote 
democratic values, human rights, and responsible media governance across Europe, the Mediterranean, 
Africa, and beyond. 
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